Robin Mortensen introducing
his label Apollon Records 1in
Norway Special

»In the end we are just after good
music we like ourselves!«

It all started with some emails going back and forth with
Ketil who recommended the work of the Apollon Records Label.
Soon afterwards Robin made a few other releases available to
Betreutes Proggen which all were of high quality, so it was
obvious to go back to him and ask for more detailed
information on his work with this great label.

Zur deutschen Ubersetzung des Interviews

Would you please provide some key information on the label?
Discography, (national/international) distribution so far.

Apollon Records Prog is a new label and was set up as a
sublabel to Apollon Records in 2016. We are based in Bergen,
Norway. Up to now we have released ten albums. Our releases so
far are:

= Arabs In Aspic — ,Syndenes Magi® (2017)
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= Alwanzatar — ,Heliotropiske Reiser® (2017)

= Glutton — ,Outliers” (2017)

= Qak- , Lighthouse2 (2016)

» Pixie Ninja — ,Ultrasound” (2017)

» Professor Tip Top — ,Exobiology2 (2016) & ,Life Is No
Matter® (2017)

 Pymlico — ,Meeting Point“ (2016)

= Suburban Savages — ,Kore Wa!“ (2017)

 Weserbergland — Sehr Kosmisch, Ganz Progisch (2017).

We have also released two brilliant albums together with Tik
Records:

» Knekklectric- , For Mange Melodia“ (2017) and Trojka-,I
Speilvendthet” (2017).

Also Kabaret Makaber - ,,S/T“ (2017) on Apollon Records needs
to be mentioned here.

We are distributed by Border Music (The Nordic Countries) and
Plastic Head, UK (rest of the world).

What inspired you to start the label?

I'm the founder of Karisma Records / Dark Essence Records
(back in 2003, with artists such as Airbag, Taake, Helheim,
Magic Pie, Bje@rn Riis and many more on our roster) and needed
to do something else and by myself after Karisma became a
little too heavy for my taste (most of the other brilliant
people who are involved there are mainly metal headz, I'm not
anymore to be honest). I needed to do something, what didn’t
fit the Karisma profile. So I started Apollon Records with a
few mates focusing on alternative/ indie pop (artist such as
Pogo Pops, William Hut, Wunderkammer, Wholy Martin, Savoy (Pal
Waaktaar from A-Ha's other band and a bunch of others, many of
them previously on bigger labels and some even on Majors). But
I also found a place for a lot of interesting so called prog
bands who didn’'t fit into Karisma, and that’s why I started
Apollon Records Prog. But I'm very much involved in Karisma as


https://www.betreutesproggen.de/2017/02/pymlico-meeting-point/
https://www.betreutesproggen.de/2017/08/weserbergland-sehr-kosmisch-ganz-progisch/
https://www.apollonrecords.no/product-page/kabaret-makaber-kabaret-makaber-lp
https://www.karismarecords.no/label/
https://www.darkessencerecords.no/tag/karisma-records/

well and have signed Wobbler, Tusmgrke and Major Parkinson to
the label this year.

How would you describe the label’s profile?

Apollon Records Prog is maybe a slightly different prog label,
because we don’t do metal prog bands and are more into bands
who blend their music with pop and alternative music. But in
the end we are just after good music we like ourselves!

Do you still have a ,daytime job“ or does the label pay the
bill?

Are there employees and partners?

How many and how do they assist you?

Yes I do. I run a records shop. But hopefully I can do this
fulltime in the future! No employees yet but we are working on
it!

What about distribution of your albums in Germany?

I think we are distributed in Germany by Soul Food. But they
are currently not very interested in what we do, but we will
work to improve that.

There are so many excellent bands in the current Norwegian
prog scene — what do you think are the reasons for this? Any
Norwegian-specific aspects that might lead to this?

One of the reasons 1is maybe because many of our bands are
quite young. Mainly in their 20s to 30s and open to all kinds
of music. Also we have a pretty rough climate up here in the
north, so we like to focus on our music!

Where do you see the label in let’s say 5 years? Do you think
you will still release music on CD or will CD disappear and
all your releases will be published only via downloads or
platforms like Spotify/iTunes? Where do you position vinyl?

Apollon Records is first & foremost a physical label, and all
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our releases will be available on both LP and CD. Now and 1in
the future! In a 5 year time I hope we will be doing fine,

because we have plenty of excellent releases to show the
world!

Surftipps zu Apollon Records:

Homepage
Facebook
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